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SUBJECT: ANGOLAN REFUGEES IN NAMIBIA AND SOUTH AFRICA 

REF: USUN 595 

FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF FEBRUARY 17 LETTER FROM SYG TO 
SOUTH AFRICAN MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. CIRCULATED 
AS SECURITY COUNCIL DOCUMENT S/1 1983: 

QUOTE 

NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

1 . SUBSEQUENT TO HIS LETTERS OF 22 JANUARY AND 6 FEBRUARY 
1976 (S/1 1938 AND S/1 1970) AND THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S 
REPLY OF 1 1 FEBRUARY (S/1 1978). THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF SOUTH AFRICA ON 13 FEBRUARY AGAIN ADDRESSED A LETTER 
TO THE 

SECRETARY -GENERAL ON THE QUESTION OF ASSISTANCE TO ANGOLAN 
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REPRESENTATIVE OF SOUTH AFRICA TO THE UNITED NATIONS, WHO TRANS- 
MITTED THE LETTER, IT WAS CIRCULATED AS A DOCUMENT OF THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL (S/1 1980). 

2. ON 17 FEBRUARY, THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ADDRESSED THE FOLLOWING 
REPLY TO THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF SOUTH AFRICA: 

"YOUR LETTER OF 13 FEBRUARY 1976 RAISES A SUBJECT OF DEEP 
CONCERN TO ME, NAMELY, THE PLIGHT OF THE DISPLACED CIVILIAN 
POPULATION OF ANGOLA. 

" HOWEVER, YOUR CONTENTION THAT THE SOLE OBSTACLE TO 
UNITED NATIONS ASSISTANCE IS THE FACT THAT SOUTH AFRICA IS 
PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO THE CAMPS IN SOUTHERN ANGOLA IS NOT 
CORRECT. THE POINT IS, RATHER, THAT THE UNITED NATIONS CAN ONLY 
UNDERTAKE PROGRAMMES OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE WITH A COUNTRY 
AT THE REQUEST, AND WITH THE CO-OPERATION OF THE COMPETENT 
AUTHORITIES IN THE COUNTRY CONCERNED. 

" IN VIEW OF THE CIRCULATION OF YOUR LETTER OF 13 
FEBRUARY 1976 AS A DOCUMENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL (S/1 1980), 
INSTRUCTIONS ARE BEING GIVEN TO HAVE MY REPLY ALSO 
CIRCULATED AS A SECURITY COUNCIL DOCUMENT. 

(SIGNED ) KURT WALDHEIM" 
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